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° f Basic Co^odities In CommuMet China 
md Estimated Minimum Tonnage Originated by R ailr oads, 1952 


The following table shows estimated total production of basic commodities 
In Comnradst China in 1952, and estimates of minimum tonnages of basic and 
non-basio commodities originated by railroads. These are based on estimates 
made by 3 responsible commodity analysts in ORR® 
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Steel fox ingots and castings 
Finished steel, . • • 
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Source, Sstimates by responsible analysts in 0P.R, D/M H 
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TAB D, Contd. 


The estimated total of 8lt.2 million tons shown in the table above is 
minim m figure for the following reasons! 

la The table does not include successive rail movements of 
commodities such as the coal which is loaded at the Kalian 
mines, moves by rail to Chinhuangtao, by ship or barge to 
Shanghai, and is loaded on freight cars at Shanghai to move 
to its point of use. In noiroal statistical procedures used 
by railroads, this reloading of the same tonnage is recorded 
as a separate origination,, 

2 0 The ratio of non-basic to basic commodities would have 
increased between the 1930 9 a and the present because of 
a shift in the composition of traffic. For example, there 
are indications that movement of construction materials, 
moat of which are included under the heading of non-basic 
commodities in the table above, have increased considerably 
in recent years® 

3. Many of the estimates of percentage of production of basic 
commodities moving by rail have been conservative, since 
many of the percentages used were the same as the ratio 
between rail tonnage and total production for the prewar 
period. The Communists have been increasing the inter- 
regional flow of commodities while at the same time water- 
borne movement has declined from its prewar level. This 
would indicate a higher percentage of total production is 
now moving by rail than was true in the prewar period. 
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